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The way she portrays the 
characters and the use of only 
two props allowed me to see 
the play the way I saw the 
book, with imagination.”

TRICIA GRANDVILL, GRADE 9
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Young Audiences New York presents
Literature to Life’s



From the novel by Sue Monk Kidd 
Performed by Lily Balsen

Adapted by Wynn Handman
Directed by Billy Lyons

The Secret Life  
of Bees

In this New York Times bestseller set in the 
South during the Civil Rights Movement, 
a young girl’s search for the truth about 
her mother leads her to three beekeeping 
sisters and the discovery of inner strength 
and the real meaning of family.

Themes Explored: 
Personal Freedom, Loss and Redemption, 
Civil Rights Movement, Non-Traditional Families, 
Racism & Social Injustice

Ages 12 and up.

The Secret Life of Bees 
Copyright © Sue Monk Kidd Ltd., 2002 
Published by the Penguin Group and used with 
permission from the author.
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WANT MORE? Visit our site!
Connect with audiences and explore resources, 
links and media related to our Literature to Life 

performance of The Secret Life of Bees.

Created by The American Place Theatre and now a 
program of Young Audiences New York, Literature to 
Life is a nationally recognized literacy program that 
presents professionally staged verbatim theatrical 
adaptations of significant American literary works.
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